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TERMS OF REFERENCE

On 1 August 1982, the Government of Israel appointed a ministerial commission to
deal with the refugee problem in the Middle East. The commission was charged with
the task of formulating principles, methods and means of solving the Middle East
refugee problem by resettling the refugees in their places of residence.

The commission was composed of the following members: Minister Mordechai Ben-
Porat, Chairman; Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Housing and Construction
David Levy; Minister of Defence Moshe Arens; Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir;
Minister of Justice Moshe Nissim; Minister of Economics and Inter-Ministerial
Coordination Yaacov Meridor; Minister of Science and Development Yuval Ne'eman.

With the aid of a team of experts composed of government officials, and with the
participation of scholars from the Shiloah Institute, the commission held meetings
visited refugee camps in Samaria, the Gaza district and Lebanon, and collected

information and data, The commission also requested the Shiloah Institute to
conduct special research on the subject.

The recommendations of the commission have been approved by the government. It
report and findings are summarized in the pages that follow,
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